
Ca LULAC Presentation to CA Water Board 
on Nexus between: 

• Ca./SF Bay Area Waste Worker Fatalities

• Recent Audit/Hearing on Cal OSHA 
Deficiencies.

• Public Safety/Environmental/Water Quality 
impacts (including Fires & large-scale 
contamination incidents.



At least four Latino Waste Workers/Individuals killed on the job within jurisdiction of the San 
Francisco Bay Regional Water Board.

Luis Guerrero – ALCO worker died 1.2025. Alfredo Romero Jr. – Recology died in May 2025. Alberto Anaya – ALCO 
died 6.2017.  Gabriel Diaz Cervantes – Upper Valley Disposal Service/Clover Flat Landfill died 3.2013.



ALCO San Leandro Facility 
Worker Killed on the job

Luis Fernando Guerrero 
Tlatenchi – ALCO San 
Leandro – 41 years old 
killed in January 2025.  
Mechanic Luis Guerrero 
died when a broken 
forklift fell on him.  

Luis was set to start a new job with a different company the following 
week before he died.



Recology Brisbane Facility 
Worker Killed on the job

Alfredo Romero Jr 
– Recology 
mechanic - 61 
years old killed in 
May 2025.

Leaves behind a 
devastated family 
in Freemont, CA.



ALCO San Leandro Facility 
Worker Killed on the job

Alberto Anaya –  63 years 
old killed in June 2017.  
Crushed to death by a large 
screw conveyor machine, it 
caught on a floor crack and 
collapsed on him.  



Upper Valley 
Disposal/Clover Flat 
Landfill – St. Helena 
Facility Worker Killed 
on the job -2013

Gabriel Diaz Cervantes – 45 years 
old run over by garbage truck at 
UVDS in St. Helena.  Cal OSHA 
report differed greatly from eye-
witnesses/co-workers on the 
scene.



ALCO Stockton Facility Worker Killed on the job.

Ray Alfaro – ALCO Stockton – 31 years old killed in  
March 2022.  Ray Alfaro was crushed to death by 4,000 
lbs. of wire. 

Latino Waste Worker fatalities are occurring in other 
California regions as well. 



Bakersfield area Latino Waste/Compost 
Workers dual fatalities in 2012 – Brothers Armando 
Ramirez, 16 years old, and Heladio Ramirez, 22 years old, perished inhaling 
hydrogen sulfide when working at the Community Recycling & Resource 
Recovery composting facility.



2024 Cal 
OSHA Audit

 Findings: Significant 
deficiencies in Cal OSHA 
processes:

 – Weakness in inspections 
– only 17% of valid 
complaints were inspected 
on site in 2024.

 - Problems in enforcement 
and fines.

 - Severe staffing shortages.



ALCO Deaths and 
citations compared 
with other metal 
recyclers. ALCO had 3 
deaths with 200 
employees compared 
to Sims Group with 
4,100 employees and 1 
death. Other large 
scale metal recyclers 
had no deaths. 



Following are photographs and documents of large-
scale fires, contamination incidents, and violations at 
ALCO facilities, Recology Brisbane, and Upper Valley 
Disposal Service/Clover Flat Landfill in the the Napa 
Valley.  



All these facilities are in the jurisdiction of the San 
Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control 
Board and all with significant environmental, water 
quality and public safety impacts.  These are just a 
small sample of the photographs and documents 
available that provide evidence of the systemic 
problems in the waste industry. 

UVDS Napa County Waste and 
Compost Recycling site



Recology 
Brisbane –2025 
Fire



Recology Brisbane Fire - 2018



Upper Valley Disposal 
Service – Napa County Fire 
– Documented by CalFire in 
2024



Upper Valley Disposal Service           & 
Clover Flat Landfill – Napa County Fires 
– 2020-2022.



UVDS Clover Flat Landfill - Napa County document showing severity of 
Glass Fire impacts in 2020 at Clover Flat Landfill despite company 
statements the landfill did not burn.  The public was not warned or 
notified of the burning landfill.



UVDS Clover Flat Landfill – Napa County 
Toxic leachate/wastewater pit (left photo).  Untrained waste worked 
forced to fight active wildfire and clean up toxic fire debris without 
training or personal protective equipment (PPE) in 2020. 



Upper Valley Disposal Service – St. Helena / Napa 
County photos document toxic chemical spill and 
leachate pond along with garbage truck washing 
facility at site claimed by SF Regional Water Board as 
only processing organic material. 



ALCO San Leandro 
& Vallejo –2025 & 
2015 Fires



ALCO – Vallejo – 1990s – 17 violations of Lead Exposure 
to employees and their families



ALCO Timeline
• Showing ALCO fatalities from 2017-2022

• Safety violations stretching back decades including:

• A crane accident
• Propane tank explosion
• An employee having 2 fingers amputated from an 

alligator shear.



Alameda District 
Attorney civil 
settlement of 
$750,000 against Alco 
Iron & Metal Company 
in 2015.



Recology 
Brisbane Fines

Total penalties 
since 2000 is 
$144,144,555.



Upper Valley 
Disposal/Clover 
Flat Landfill 
Radiation Incident

2019 employee quite 
ill from radiation 
exposure, might need 
to be sent out of 
state for treatment.



Upper Valley Disposal/Clover 
Flat Landfill settlement in 
2025 with Napa County 
District Attorney for $6.6 MIL 
related to large scale 
contamination incident. 



Metal recycling is one of the most 
hazardous sectors in the country, 
according to the U.S. Bureau of 
Labor Statistics. Of the 5,283 
workplace deaths reported by the 
agency in 2023, 484 were in 
waste management and 
remediation services, which 
includes scrap metal recycling.
- SF GATE | Bay Area mechanic crushed by forklift in 3rd death tied to same scrap 
metal company | Olivia Hebert | 5.1.2025

https://www.bls.gov/news.release/cfoi.htm
https://www.bls.gov/news.release/cfoi.htm


The Waste Industry problems stretch 
statewide.  In Southern California, The 
Chiquita Canyon landfill has had significant 
problematic issues promoting dozens of 
violations and numerous lawsuits 
including from the County of Los Angeles.

Though we have seen no reported 
fatalities at Chiquita Canyon the company 
that owns Chiquita Canyon now owns 
Upper Valley Disposal Service/Clover Flat 
Landfill in Napa County where there was a 
worker fatality in 2013, as well as 
numerous fires and large-scale 
contamination incidents. 

Chiquita Canyon Landfill – Southern California



The California State Water Board has 
many tools to address these 
concerns including CA laws like the 
Porter-Cologne Water Quality 
Control Act, the Water Board’s 
Racial Equity Action Plan, and the 
Water Board’s mission statement 
that includes the language “…the 
protection of the environment, 
public health, and all beneficial 
uses…” as well as making referrals to 
other public agencies. 
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