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It’s the process,

not the project.
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"Water for the project is represented to be supplied by a 
'will serve' letter from the City of St. Helena...

No such letter is attached; in fact, only a request for a will serve letter is part of 
the packet. The existing water supply agreement with CSH states that it is for 

fire suppression only.”
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Attachment M, Water Audit California comment
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CEQA ANALYSIS
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CEQA requires public agencies to “look before they leap” 
and consider the environmental consequences

of their discretionary actions.

CEQA is intended to inform government decision makers 
and the public about the potential environmental effects 

of proposed activities and to prevent significant, 
avoidable environmental damage.



The public agency that has the primary responsibility 
for carrying out or approving a project.

The Lead Agency has the primary responsibility 
for determining what level of CEQA review

is required for a project.

CEQA Guidelines Section 15367
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LEAD AGENCY



TRUSTEE AGENCY

7

A state agency having jurisdiction by law over natural resources 
affected by a project which are held in trust for the people

of the State of California. Trustee agencies include 
the California Department of Fish and Game 
with regard to the fish and wildlife of the state, 
to designated rare or endangered native plants,

and to game refuges, ecological reserves,  
and other areas administered by the department.

Cal. Code Regs. Tit. 14, § 15386



RESPONSIBLE AGENCY
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A Responsible Agency is a state agency 
with some discretionary authority under CEQA

over a project or a portion of it,
but which has not been designated the Lead Agency.

Responsible Agencies meet their CEQA compliance requirements 
by reviewing a CEQA document prepared by the Lead Agency.

CEQA Guidelines Section 15381



Responsible Agencies must independently review and approve 
the CEQA document, and cannot rely automatically

on the Lead Agency’s judgments.

A Responsible Agency complies with CEQA 
“by considering the EIR or Negative Declaration

prepared by the Lead Agency and by reaching its own conclusions 
on whether and how to approve the project involved.”

State CEQA Guidelines Section 15096(a)
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RESPONSIBLE AGENCY



1. Document Description

2. State Reviewing Agencies

3. Attachments

STATE CLEARING HOUSE 
“SCH” WEBSITE
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1. Document Description
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2. State Reviewing Agencies
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3. Attachments
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A. B.

C.

D.



A. Notice of Intent
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B. Summary Form for Electronic Document



C.  Initial Study Checklist
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D. Notice of Completion
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STATE CLEARING HOUSE 
ATTACHMENTS
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COMMISSION ATTACHMENTS



COMMISSION ATTACHMENTS
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“The water supply and related components must comply with the 
California Safe Drinking Water Act and Related Laws... Alternatively, 

a will serve Letter from the City of St. Helena may be submitted 
showing the project will be served by a permitted water system.”
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Commission Attachment B. Recommended Conditions of Approval



“Water demands for the residence, pool, and landscaping irrigation 
will be supplied by the City of St. Helena public water system

and will not require groundwater.”
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Commission Attachment G. RCS Water Availability Analysis



The SCH Initial Study states:
“Public Water from the City of St. Helena serves 

the residence and is used for landscape irrigation.” 
This statement is key to the Application.
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The approval by the Commission is based upon 
a proposed water use “move to city water.”

See Attachment H: Will Serve Request and Water Neutrality Analysis
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Data provided to the Commission was internally substantially inconsistent. See e.g. Attachment G. Water 
Availability Analysis compared with H. Will Serve Request and Water Neutrality Analysis



In addition to reaching out to Responsible and Trustee Agencies,
other agencies that a Lead Agency must consult and request comments from 

include any other state, federal, or local agency that has jurisdiction by law with 
respect to the project or that exercises authority over resources which may be 

affected by the project.
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PRC Sections 21104(a); CEQA Guidelines Section 15086(a)(3)



Notice shall be given to every city or county bordering the city or county 
within which the project is located.
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CEQA Guidelines Section 15086(a)(4)



“The County did not circulate the IS/ND to the City of St. Helena as 
there are no proposed changes to the existing domestic 
residential water services that are provided by the City.

The proposed winery project and the existing vineyard rely on 
two existing wells of which the City has no permitting
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or regulatory authority.”

Attachment M. County Response to Water Audit California comment



The fire suppression water contract with the CSH does not permit potable or landscape use. 
“No other connection to, extension of or use of City’s water system

is approved or implied by this limited Agreement.”
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“The use permit modification application proposes
to use City water to service the domestic needs of the winery.

Attachments include a REQUEST, BUT NO WILL-SERVE LETTER.

Attachment H. Will Serve Request and Water Neutrality Analysis 29



“Water for the project is from existing groundwater well(s) as identified in the 
project description, the staff report, the Initial Study/Negative Declaration 
(IS/ND), and supporting Water Availability Analysis prepared by Richard C. 
Slade & Associates. Water from the City of St. Helena serves the existing 

residence, pool, and is used for irrigation, none of which are part of
the proposed project.”
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Attachment M. County Response to Water Audit comment



"Water for the project is represented to be supplied by a 
'will serve' letter from the City of St. Helena...

No such letter is attached; in fact, only a request for a will serve letter is part of 
the packet. The existing water supply agreement with CSH states that it is for 

fire suppression only.”
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Attachment M, Water Audit California comment



“That which does not appear to exist is to 
be regarded as if it did not exist.”
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Cal. Civ. Code § 3530 
Enacted 1872.



RCS recommends implementation of a groundwater monitoring program at the subject property. This would 
include the frequent, ongoing monitoring of static and pumping water levels in the onsite wells, and also of the

instantaneous flow rates and cumulative pumped volumes from each of the onsite wells via installation of 
new dual reading flow meters that record both flow rate and totalizing values.

RCS also recommends that water level transducers be purchased and installed in the onsite wells to permit 
the automatic, frequent, and accurate recording of water levels in those wells. By continuing to observe the 
trends in groundwater levels and future well production rates/volumes over time by qualified professionals,

potential declines in water levels and well production in the onsite wells, along with possible changes in 
operational pumping scenarios, can be addressed in a timely manner.

Attachment G. Water Availability Analysis

33

Monitoring Proposed
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