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YOCHA DEHE

CULTURAL RESOURCES

May 23, 2025

Napa City

Attn: Wendy Atkins, Planner II
1195 Third Street, Suite 210
Napa, CA 94559

RE: Napa Gateway 24 Project P24-00134 YD-05012025-01
Dear Ms. Atkins:

Thank you for the project notification dated, April 24, 2025, regarding cultural information on or
near the proposed Napa Gateway 24 Project P24-00134. We appreciate your effort to contact us and
wish to respond.

The Cultural Resources Department has reviewed the study and concluded that the project is within
the aboriginal territories of the Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation. Therefore, we have a cultural interest
and authority in the proposed project area.

Based on the information provided, the Tribe has concerns that the project could impact known
cultural resources. Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation highly recommends including cultural monitors
during development and ground disturbance.

To setup a monitoring agreement, please contact:

Eric Hernandez, Site Protection Manager
Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation

Phone: (530) 723 - 3313

Email: ehernandez@yochadehe.gov

Please refer to identification number YD-05012025-01 in any correspondence concerning this project.
Thank you for providing us the opportunity to comment.

Sincerely,

Signed by:

%MWM/ Purking

8DDOBD089ED6438...

Tribal Historic Preservation Officer v,ha Dehe Wintun Nation
PO Box 18 Brooks, California 95606 p) 530.796.3400 f) 530.796.2143 www.yochadehe.gov
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From: MeetingClerk

To: Atkins, Wendy

Subject: FW: Napa County Notice of Planning Commission Hearing & Notice of Intent to Adopt a Mitigated Negative
Declaration

Date: Thursday, July 3, 2025 9:52:25 AM

Please see below.

From: RICHARD W SVENDSEN <rsvendsen@sbcglobal.net>

Sent: Thursday, July 3, 2025 9:11 AM

To: MeetingClerk <MeetingClerk@countyofnapa.org>

Subject: Re: Napa County Notice of Planning Commission Hearing & Notice of Intent to Adopt a
Mitigated Negative Declaration

[External Email - Use Caution]

NO. Enough huge wineries
Sent from my iPhone

OnJul 3, 2025, at 8:57 AM, MeetingClerk <MeetingClerk@countyofnapa.org>
wrote:

GATEWAY 24 NAPA WINERY — USE PERMIT #P24-00134
Kind Regards,

<image001 .png> Napa County — Meeting Clerk - AV
Planning, Building, & Environmental Services

Napa County

Phone: 707-253-4417

Email: meetingclerk@countyofnapa.org

1195 Third Street, Suite 210

Napa, CA 94559

www.countyofnaga.org

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email message is intended only for the use of the
individual or entity to which it is addressed, and may contain information that is
privileged, confidential, and/or exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are
not the intended recipient of the message, please contact the sender immediately and
delete this message and any attachments. Thank you.

<P24-00134 Gateway 24 Napa.pdf>
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State of California — Natural Resources Agency GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor

Loabed DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE CHARLTON H. BONHAM, Directo
(WILDLIFE
\5

Bay Delta Region

2825 Cordelia Road, Suite 100
Fairfield, CA 94534

(707) 428-2002
www.wildlife.ca.gov

July 17, 2025

Wendy Atkins, Planner I

Napa County

1195 Third Street, Suite 210
Napa, CA 94559
Wendy.Atkins@countyofnapa.org

Subject: Gateway 24 Napa, New Winery Use Permit, P24-00134, Initial
Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration, SCH No. 2025060897, Napa County

Dear Ms. Atkins:

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) received an Initial
Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) from Napa County for the Gateway 24
Napa, New Winery Use Permit, P24-00134 (Project) pursuant the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and CEQA Guidelines.

CDFW is submitting comments on the IS/MND to inform Napa County (Napa), as the
Lead Agency, of potentially significant impacts to biological resources associated with
the Project.

CDFW ROLE

CDFW is a Trustee Agency with responsibility under CEQA pursuant to CEQA
Guidelines section 15386 for commenting on projects that could impact fish, plant, and
wildlife resources. CDFW is also considered a Responsible Agency if a project would
require discretionary approval, such as permits issued under the California Endangered
Species Act (CESA), the Lake and Streambed Alteration (LSA) Program, or other
provisions of the Fish and Game Code that afford protection to the state’s fish and
wildlife trust resources.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION SUMMARY
Proponent: Gateway 24 Napa, LLC

Objective: The Project is limited to construction of a 54,790-square-foot winery facility
building including areas for wine production, storage, and office, and the following:

e Installation of a parking area with parking for fifty-five vehicles, including four
accessible spaces and three electric vehicle charging stations; and

e Construction of a new driveway on Gateway Road East.

Conserving California’s Wildlife Since 1870


http://www.wildlife.ca.gov/
mailto:Wendy.Atkins@countyofnapa.org

Docusign Envelope ID: D571F116-912C-4337-AEB4-9299911304BE

Wendy Atkins
Napa County
July 17, 2025
Page 2

Location: The Project is located on a 4.33-acre lot located at the terminus of Gateway
Road East bordered by Hwy 29 to the east and Sheehy Creek to the north, at
approximately 38.22661°N, -122.25916°W, Assessor’s Parcel No. 057-200-039, Napa,
CA 94558.

REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS
California Endangered Species Act

Please be advised that a CESA Incidental Take Permit (ITP) must be obtained if the
Project has the potential to result in “take” of plants or animals listed or candidate
species under CESA either during construction or over the life of the Project. The
Project has the potential to impact Swainson’s hawk (SWHA; Buteo swainsoni), a
CESA listed as threatened species, and burrowing owl (BUOW; Athene
cunicularia), a CESA candidate species. Thank you for including mitigation
measures for SWHA and BUOW, including protocol surveys and obtaining an ITP
if take of SWHA or BUOW cannot be avoided; CDFW recommends an additional
mitigation measure for any SWHA foraging habitat impacts below. Issuance of an
ITP is subject to CEQA documentation; the CEQA document must specify impacts,
mitigation measures, and a mitigation monitoring and reporting program. If the Project
will impact CESA listed species, early consultation is encouraged, as significant
modification to the Project and mitigation measures may be required in order to obtain
an ITP.

CEQA requires a Mandatory Finding of Significance if a project is likely to substantially
restrict the range or reduce the population of a threatened or endangered species. (Pub.
Resources Code, §§ 21001, subd. (c) & 21083; CEQA Guidelines, §§ 15380, 15064, &
15065.). Impacts must be avoided or mitigated to less-than-significant levels unless the
CEQA Lead Agency makes and supports Findings of Overriding Consideration (FOC).
The CEQA Lead Agency’s FOC does not eliminate the Project proponent’s obligation to
comply with CESA.

COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

CDFW offers the comments and recommendations below to assist the County in
adequately identifying and/or mitigating the Project’s significant, or potentially
significant, direct and indirect impacts on fish and wildlife (biological) resources. Based
on the Project's avoidance of significant impacts on biological resources with
implementation of mitigation measures, including those CDFW recommends below and
included in Attachment 1 Draft Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program, CDFW
concludes that an MND is appropriate for the Project.

. Mitigation Measure and Related Impact Shortcoming
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MANDATORY FINDING OF SIGNIFICANCE. Does the Project have potential to
substantially reduce the number or restrict the range of an endangered, rare, or
threatened species?

COMMENT 1: Swainson’s Hawk Foraging Habitat

Issue: Any nesting SWHA within 0.25 miles of the Project site may use the existing
Project site for foraging habitat, however the IS/MND does not include a mitigation
measure for potential substantial loss of foraging habitat. Thank you for including in
the IS/IMND Mitigation Measure BIO-1 for nesting SWHA protocol surveys. Citing the
CDFW Memorandum Staff Report regarding Mitigation for Impacts to Swainson’s
Hawks (Buteo swainsoni) in the Central Valley of California (CDFW 1994), the
IS/IMND page 10 states that because the Project site is less than five acres in size,
surrounded by urban development, and not located within 0.25 miles of an active
SWHA nest, SWHA foraging habitat mitigation is not required. However, as the
Project will be surveying for SWHA according to Mitigation Measure BIO-1, an active
SWHA nest may be detected within 0.25 miles.

Specific impacts, why they may occur and be potentially significant: In 2016,
CDFW released a Status Review for SWHA in California and recommended the
species retain its status as threatened under the CESA (CDFW 2016). The review
states there is no indication the species has reoccupied its historical range and the
distribution of SWHA remains largely unchanged and restricted. Additionally, the
review cites that the primary threat to SWHA continues to be habitat loss,
especially the loss of suitable foraging habitat. If loss of foraging habitat for
SWHA nesting near the Project is not mitigated, the Project may substantially reduce
the number or restrict the range of a threatened species is species, which is
considered a Mandatory Finding of Significance pursuant to CEQA Guidelines
section 15065, subdivision (a)(1).

Recommended mitigation measure: To reduce potential impacts to SWHA to less-
than-significant, CDFW recommends adding the following requirements to
Mitigation Measure BIO-1.

Mitigation Measure BIO-1a (Swainson’s Hawk Foraging Habitat Mitigation): If, prior
to Project construction activities, nesting SWHA are detected within 0.25 miles of the
Project site, impacts to SWHA foraging habitat shall be quantified by a qualified
biologist based on the final Project design plans, and the Project shall obtain written
acceptance of the acreage of foraging habitat impacts from CDFW. Prior to Project
construction, the Project shall provide SWHA foraging habitat mitigation at a
minimum 1:1 ratio, which shall include: 1) permanent preservation of the species’
foraging habitat through a conservation easement and implementing and funding a
long-term management plan in perpetuity, or 2) purchase of SWHA foraging habitat
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credits at a CDFW-approved mitigation bank, unless otherwise approved in writing
by CDFW.

ENVIRONMENTAL DATA

CEQA requires that information developed in environmental impact reports and
negative declarations be incorporated into a database which may be used to make
subsequent or supplemental environmental determinations. (Pub. Resources Code, §
21003, subd. (e).) Accordingly, please report any special status species and natural
communities detected during Project surveys to CNDDB. The CNDDB field survey form
can be filled out and submitted online at the following link:
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Data/CNDDB/Submitting-Data. The types of information reported
to CNDDB can be found at the following link:
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Data/CNDDB/Plants-and-Animals.

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT FILING FEES

The Project, as proposed, would have an impact on fish and/or wildlife, and assessment
of environmental document filing fees is necessary. Fees are payable upon filing of the
Notice of Determination by the Lead Agency and serve to help defray the cost of
environmental review by CDFW. Payment of the environmental document filing fee is
required in order for the underlying Project approval to be operative, vested, and final.
(Cal. Code Regs, tit. 14, § 753.5; Fish & G. Code, § 711.4; Pub. Resources Code,

§ 21089.)

CONCLUSION

CDFW appreciates the opportunity to comment on the IS/MND to assist the County in
identifying and mitigating Project impacts on biological resources.

Questions regarding this letter or further coordination should be directed to

Nicholas Magnuson, Environmental Scientist, at (707) 815-4166 or
Nicholas.Magnuson@uwildlife.ca.gov; or Melanie Day, Senior Environmental Scientist
(Supervisory), at (707) 210-4415 or Melanie.Day@wildlife.ca.gov.

Sincerely,

DocuSigned by:
B77EQA6211EF486...

Erin Chappell

Regional Manager

Bay Delta Region

Attachment 1: Draft Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program
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ec: Office of Planning and Research, State Clearinghouse No. 2025060897
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ATTACHMENT

Draft Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP)

CDFW provides the following language to be incorporated into the MMRP for the Project.

Biological Resources (BIO)

Mitigation
Measure
(MM)

Description

Timing

Responsible
Party

BlO-1a

Swainson’s Hawk Foraging Habitat
Mitigation: If, prior to Project construction
activities, nesting SWHA are detected
within 0.25 miles of the Project site,
impacts to SWHA foraging habitat shall be
quantified by a qualified biologist based on
the final Project design plans, and the
Project shall obtain written acceptance of
the acreage of foraging habitat impacts
from CDFW. Prior to Project construction,
the Project shall provide SWHA foraging
habitat mitigation at a minimum 1:1 ratio,
which shall include: 1) permanent
preservation of the species’ foraging
habitat through a conservation easement
and implementing and funding a long-term
management plan in perpetuity, or 2)
purchase of SWHA foraging habitat credits
at a CDFW-approved mitigation bank,
unless otherwise approved in writing by
CDFW.

Prior to
Ground
Disturbance

Project
Applicant
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