AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY MARCH 21, 2023

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2023—24 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 595

Introduced by Assembly Member Essayli
(Coauthors: Assembly MembersAlanis, Wendy Carrillo, Chen, Dixon,
Flora, Friedman, Gallagher, Hoover, Jackson, Lackey, Low,
Mathis, Joe Patterson, Waldron, and Wallis)
(Coauthors: Senators Newman, Seyarto, and WIk)

February 9, 2023

An act to add Section 32004 to, and to add and repeal Section 32005
of, the Food and Agricultural Code, relating to animal shelters.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 595, asamended, Essayli. Animal shelters. 72-hour public notice:
euthanasia: study.

Existing law declaresthat it isthe policy of the state that no adoptable
animal should be euthanized if it can be adopted into a suitable home.
Existing law also declares that it is the policy of the state that no
treatable animal should be euthanized. Existing law provides that a
violation of the Food and Agricultural Code is a misdemeanor, unless
adifferent penalty is expressly provided.

ThisbiH bill, Bowie's Law, would require all animal shelters, as
defined, to provide public notice on their internet website at least 72
hours before euthani zing-er-aeeptable dog-or-€at-asdefined; any animal
and include the date that an-adeptable-deg-er-eat animal is scheduled
to be euthanized, except as provided. By creating new requirements
regarding this public notice, the violation of which would be a crime,
and by imposing new requirements on a public animal control agency
or shelter, the bill would constitute a state-mandated local program.
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The bill would also require the Department of Food and Agriculture
to conduct a study on the overcrowding of California’sanimal shelters,
the waysin which the state might address animal shelter overcrowding,
and the feasibility of a statewide database of-adeptable-dogs-orcatsas
speetfied: dogs and cats that provides public notice and information at
the statewide level, as specified. The bill would require the department
to, on or before January 1, 2026, submit a report on its study findings
to the Legislature, as provided. The bill would repeal these study and
report| ng reqw rements on January 1, 2027

The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local
agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state.
Satutory provisions establish procedures for making that
reimbur sement.

This bill would provide that with regard to certain mandates no
reimbursement is required by this act for a specified reason.

With regard to any other mandates, this bill would provide that, if
the Commission on State Mandates determines that the bill contains
costs so mandated by the state, reimbursement for those costs shall be
made pursuant to the statutory provisions noted above.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: yes.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. This act shall be known, and may be cited, as
Bowie's Law.

SECHON-L

SEC. 2. Section 32004 is added to the Food and Agricultural
Code, to read:

32004. (@) AH-Except for an animal irremediably suffering
froma seriousillness or severeinjury pursuant to Section 17006,
newborn animals that need maternal care and have been
impounded without their mothers pursuant to Section 17006, and
dogs with a history of vicious or dangerous behavior documented
by the agency charged with enforcing state and local animal laws
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pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 31108.5, an animal-shelters
shelter shall provide public notice ontheir its internet website at
least 72 hours before euthanizing-an-adeptable-deg-er—cat any
animal and shall include information that includes, but is not
limited to, the date that-an-adeptable-dog-er—<at an animal is
scheduled to be euthanized.

(b) As used in this sectlon—the—fel-}ewmg—ﬂms—hafe—the
feltewing—meanings: “ animal shelter” means a public animal
control agency or shelter, soci ety for the prevention of cruelty to
animals shelter, or humane SOCI ety shelter.

SEC. 3. Section 32005 is added to the Food and Agricultural
Code, to read:

32005. (a) The department shall conduct a study on all of the
following topics:

(1) Theovercrowding of California’s animal shelters.

(2) The ways in which the state might address animal shelter
overcrowding.

(3) Thefeashility of a statewide database of-adeptable dogser
and cats that provides public notice and information at the
statewide level in a manner consistent with Section 32004,
including, but not limited to, by pursuing a public-private
partnership.
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(b) On or before January 1, 2026, the department shall submit
a report on its study findings pursuant to subdivision (a) to the
Legislature in compliance with Section 9795 of the Government
Code.

() As used in this section,

' thgs: “ animal shelter” means a public animal
control agency or shelter, society for the prevention of cruelty to
animals shelter, or humane society shelter.

(d) Thissection shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2027,
and as of that date isrepealed.

SEC. 4. No reimbursement is required by this act pursuant to
Section 6 of Article X111 B of the California Constitution for certain
costs that may be incurred by a local agency or school district
because, in that regard, this act creates a new crime or infraction,
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eliminatesa crimeor infraction, or changesthe penalty for acrime
or infraction, within the meaning of Section 17556 of the
Government Code, or changes the definition of a crime within the
meaning of Section 6 of Article XIlIB of the California
Constitution.

However, if the Commission on State Mandates deter mines that
thisact contains other costs mandated by the state, reimbursement
to local agenciesand school districtsfor those costs shall be made
pursuant to Part 7 (commencing with Section 17500) of Division
4 of Title 2 of the Government Code.
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