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Meyers Water Company (MWC) has provided water to the Edgerly Island 
Community since 1950 and currently serves approx. 91 homes, it is regulated by 
California State water law, County of Napa Environmental Health and the 
California Public Utilities Commission. MWC strives to provide safe, high quality 
water at an affordable cost to its customers. 

Per 14 CCR Section 15269 (b) MWC is a small community water system that is 
doing an emergency repair to provide a new well and storage facility to replace a 
70 year old well that is failing. A new well is essential so that MWC can continue 
to provide clean, healthful and reliable water needed for the public health and 
safety of our community. 

After almost 70 years of continuous use the original well started failing with water 
production and quality growing progressively worse. In 2019 a decision was made 
to drill a new well at the existing facility located at 1830 Milton Rd. and financing 
was secured. This new well was drilled in early Sept of 2020 but it was a failure 
after running into a significant salt water aquifer. Our community had to survive 
on trucked in City of Napa water for approximately 4 weeks until the old well was 
able to be flushed out enough for renewed use by the community. 

Due to the small size of the 1830 Milton Rd. lot (approx. 900 sq. feet) it was not 
possible to drill another well on that same lot especially with the salt water 
aquifer discovered in the first new well drilling attempt.  

A search was then implemented to find a new location for a community well. 
Existing wells and well drilling records were looked at, the community was 
queried for historical help and a Geologist firm was hired to assist with all this 
research and planning. An abandoned well that has been on the Island since the 
early farming days was discovered and that water was tested, we also had the 
well casing video recorded and a cement bond log scan done for a condition 
report on the casing of the well. This was all done when we thought that the 



County of Napa owned the well but we soon discovered that the well was actually 
owned by the State Dept. of Fish and Wildlife.  

While the water from the State Well tested satisfactory, the overall condition of 
this 66 year old well was not much better than our 70 year old well so our search 
for a new community well location continued. We soon discovered that the Cargill 
Corporation still owned an empty lot only 200 feet away from the State Well and 
with the help of County Supervisor Brad Wagenknecht we were able to get in 
contact with Cargill Corporation. Cargill was willing to sell the lot and the owners 
of MWC were able negotiate a deal to buy the empty lot at 1794 Milton Rd. from 
Cargill. 

The lot was purchased and a new well was drilled to 300’ at the 1794 Milton Rd. 
lot. Electrical power was installed and the new well is producing sufficient 
quantities of good quality water at 75 gallons per minute, (our community water 
system normally needs 25 gpm, but we have been getting by with just 13 gpm for 
the last year or so from our old well). 

MWC is applying for a Use Permit for the 1794 Milton Rd. lot so that we can move 
the water distribution system down to that location. We have designed the first 
floor (1,650 sq. feet) with pressure treated wood walls on a floating slab (55’ deep 
x 30’ wide) to house the water storage tanks, pumps and filters completely 
hidden out of sight. This is a pumping and storage space, a machinery space only. 
On the second floor there will be a 1,650 sq. feet manufactured home that will be 
available for rent. 

MWC does not have a Use Permit for its existing location as it started operations 
prior to the requirement for Use Permits. Without MWC our community would be 
reliant on truck delivered water or numerous smaller wells that would have to be 
drilled. None of these smaller, private wells would be regulated by State 
standards or County Environmental Health Dept.  Drilling 90 private wells would 
be both expensive and potentially disruptive to the aquifer. The trucked in water 
is assumed to meet State standards as a potable water source but with the 
continuing droughts in California it is not considered as secure a source water as 
our community water system. And with the high cost, which is at least 3 times as 
costly for trucked in water, as well as the need for over 3,500 truck per year to 
deliver an equivalent amount of water, trucked in water is both disruptive, 



expensive and creates pollution/greenhouse gases, it is not a good solution for 
our community. 

Operations – MWC has 3 part time employees who all live in the community, 
Matt Fullner, system co-manager, D-5 Distribution License and T-3 Treatment 
License, Juell Fullner, system co-manager, billing and accounting, Jay Gardner, 
regulatory compliance and back up operator with a D-2 License. 

Normal operation of the water system is nearly silent; the pumps are located 200’ 
below ground and cannot be heard. MWC has a green sand filter that requires a 
back wash cycle for cleaning of the filters. That backwash cleaning cycle is needed 
once per day and it runs for 20 minutes.  No neighbor has complained about the 
noise level from this backwash cycle.  

 MWC personnel would normally need access to the first floor facility a few times 
in the week for maintenance duties and that would be between 8am and 5pm. 
Occasionally, there is an emergency water main failure that might have to be 
fixed at various times during the day or night, but that is an exceptional event, 
occurring 2 - 4 times per year at most. When that emergency work has to be done 
we would need to access the first floor to get the truck out to go and work at the 
site of the main line break, noise would be at a minimum, just opening a garage 
door and driving the truck out. 

 The well head will remain outdoors (not inside the first floor pump and tank 
room) due to the need for access by the well drilling contractor McLean & 
Williams for service of the pumps in the well with their crane truck. Once every 3 
months or so we have a pickup by a truck of 2 plastic totes that contain the 
backwash rinse water solids, we keep a forklift for loading the totes into the truck. 
MWC is currently working with Napa River Reclamation District to see if this 
backwash rinse water can be discharged into their system and if so the plastic 
totes and pickup would no longer be needed.  

Occasionally, once or twice per year, we will get a delivery of parts needed for 
installing replacement service connections in anticipation of the year 2025 
requirement for all water hookups to be metered, we are currently unmetered.  

We feel very fortunate that the new well at the 1794 Milton Rd. address has been 
successful at producing good clean water. Our community can breathe a sigh of 



relief after a very traumatic period of failing water quality and salty water, we are 
very Thankful for this new cleaner source of water! 
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