
17. TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES 

The California Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices, the Caltrans Standard Specs 

and the Caltrans Highway Design manual shall be utilized to determine traffic warrants, 

design and construction procedures for all traffic control devices with the exception of left-

turn lanes. Warrants for construction of a left-turn lane on County maintained roads as 

defined in Sections 18.112.040 through 18.112.080 of the County Code shall be as follows: 

 

Left-Turn Lane Warrants: Use Permits or modifications thereof shall trigger the application 

of the following warrants to determine the necessity for a left-turn lane for the proposed 

use. 

 

(a) Application of the Left-Turn Lane Screening Process as described in Attachment E 

(User Guide for Left-Turn Screening Process) based on NCHRP 745, County TIS Guidelines, 

and the proposed use.  

 

(b) If the corner sight distance in advancing direction, measured from the driveway, is 

less than required per Caltrans design standards (Topic 405 Intersection Design Standards, 

Caltrans Highway Design Manual), roadway reconfiguration will be required to ensure all 

applicable sight distance requirements are met.  This could include the installation of 

acceleration lanes, deceleration lanes, median refuges, and turn lanes.  

 

(c) If traffic conditions or turning movements pose a considerable threat to public 

safety, as determined by the Director of Public Works, a left-turn lane shall be installed. 

 

Design:  Design of the left-turn lane shall be prepared by a Licensed Civil Engineer and be 

based on the County Standard Detail LTL-1, available at the PBES Department.  Installation 

of a left-turn lane on a County public road shall require an encroachment permit issued by 

the Department of Public Works and the property owner shall be required to enter into a 

one-year maintenance agreement including appropriate bonding.  Installation of a left-turn 

lane on a State Highway requires an encroachment permit issued by Caltrans. 
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