


Napa County Planning Commission 

1195 Third St., Room 210 

Napa, CA 94559 

 

March 8, 2026 

 

Honorable Commissioners: 

 

I am writing in support of the Use Permit Modification for Hagafen Winery, P19-00121. I 
have known Mr. Weir as a colleague since 1980, when I was a harvest intern at Domaine 
Chandon. In 1983 and 1984, Saintsbury, the winery I co-founded with the late Richard 
Ward, hosted Hagafen as our first custom crush client. I have many vivid memories of the 
early days of our mutual start-up projects. 

Hagafen represents the best of small, family-owned wineries, starting with not much in the 
way of  financial resources, but rich in  fierce determination. Since those early days more 
than 40 years ago, both the Napa Valley wine industry and the County’s regulatory 
environment have matured. The commercial challenges for small wineries are daunting, as 
you are no doubt aware. Approval of this Major Modification is in the spirit and letter of the 
process that brought many wineries into compliance with the terms of their use permits, 
including Saintsbury.. 

Mr. Weir in stewarding Hagafen has also been the steward of one of the ancient traditions 
of winemaking. I hope each of you finds this application worthy of your approval. 

 

Sincerely, 

David Graves 

Co-founder, Saintsbury 
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Emily-
 
We just received from our client, Arianne Matschullat, the attached notice of a
hearing before the Planning Commission on March 18.  Our offices never revised
he Notice event though we are a party of interest and have been communicating
with the County for years on this matter.  Can we please postpone this hearing so
we can be properly prepared?  We are the Party who brought the violations by
Ernie Weir/Hagafen Winery to the County’s attention shortly after the issuance of
the original in June 2000.  Ms. Matschullat is the adjoining neighbor to the north
of the Hagafen Winery at 4147 Silverado Trail. 
 
Please provide us notice of all hearings and meetings that involve the Hagafen
Winery at 4160 Silverado Trail.   
 
Thank you. 

Patricia E. Curtin
Director

2185 N California Boulevard, Suite 240, Walnut Creek, CA 94596 
T: 510.622.7660  | F:  510.834.1928 
pcurtin@fennemorelaw.com  |  View Bio 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this message may be protected by the
attorney-client privilege. If you believe that it has been sent to you in error, do not read it. Please
immediately reply to the sender that you have received the message in error. Then delete it. Thank
you.
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