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The Public Trust Doctrine
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The Public Trust Doctrine requires only that the County 
consider public trust resources; it does not dictate any outcome.

“As the Supreme Court found in National Audubon . . . [the 
public trust doctrine requires only that] public trust uses are to 
be protected wherever feasible. The public trust resources 
therefore need not be protected under every conceivable 
circumstance, but only in those where protection or harm 
minimization is feasible. . . The public trust doctrine necessarily 
involves the exercise of discretion by state agencies. The state 
is free to choose between public trust uses and that selecting 
one trust use ‘in preference to ... [an]other cannot reasonably 
be said to be an abuse of ... discretion. Accordingly, the 
relevant governing case law does not impress into the public 
trust doctrine any kind of procedural matrix.”

Monterey Coastkeeper v. Cent. Coast Reg'l Water Quality 
Control Bd. (2022) 76 Cal.App.5th 1, 21
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The Project Review Satisfies the Public Trust Doctrine

Using the Interim Napa County Well Permit 
Standards and WAA requirements, the MND 
here provides an analysis of project impacts to 
groundwater, which is a public trust resource.
Discussing the Project characteristics and 
conditions of approval, the MND concludes:

Through these actions the project will reduce 
harm to Public Trust resources compared to 
existing operations.
The project has been specifically conditioned 
to ensure alleged harm to Public Trust is less
than significant.

(IS/MND, p. 22.) This analysis and consideration 
of the public trust resources is sufficient to 
comply with the Public Trust Doctrine.
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WAA Requirements and Well Permit Standards
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• There is no net increase in water use compared to existing conditions and there are 
various conditions of approval required by Public Works:
• The property has been actively managed as agriculture since the 1940s
• 2 wells will be used for the private residence and the vineyard
• 1 well for the winery use
• The project will fully utilize the processed wastewater to ensure no net increase
• The three wells will be monitored
• A groundwater management plan will be prepared
• No net increase means a further Tier 3 analysis and study is not required
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Interim Napa County Well Permit Standards and WAA Requirements – 
January 2024
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The MND was Adopted
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A Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) was prepared for the 
Project, finding the Project, with certain mitigation, will have a 
less than significant impact on the environment.

The MND found either no impact or a less than significant 
impact to most environmental resources because many aspects 
of the Project are already existing, and certain project elements, 
such as reduced water demand and the use of recycled water, 
will lessen impacts below the baseline conditions.

Staff determined to impose mitigation measures only with 
respect biological resources when it did not receive comment 
from CDFW; even these measures are highly conservative.

COMMISSIONER BRUNZELL: “Staff basically took a 
conservative approach based on the highest level of mitigation 
that CDFW might have asked for.”
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Support from Neighbors

www.buchalter.com > Public Hearing – Bonny’s Vineyard 7

http://www.buchalter.com/


The Thoughtful Project Demonstrates the Meyers are 
Stewards of the Land

• Commissioner Dameron: “I appreciate the really 
thorough conditions of approval that have been 
laid out and I feel confident that even without the 
comment from CDFW, that the language used 
thoroughly protects the wildlife from any negative 
impacts, so I’m very comfortable with that. We 
always like seeing no net increase in water, or in 
this case, even a slight decrease. And of course, 
the use of recycled water for irrigation. And I 
appreciate like the staking of the stream setback 
to ensure protection from parking or activity in that 
stream setback. So overall, this checks all the 
boxes as far as I’m concerned, and I’m in support 
of this project.”

• Chair Whitmer: “And I, too, believe that this 
project has been planned in a very sustainable 
manner.”
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