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Working Together to Maintain the County’s Quality of Life

 The County of Napa’s Planning, Building, & Environmental Services Department 
and its Division of Code Compliance enforces State and County ordinances that 
regulate property use in the unincorporated areas of the County.  The purpose is to 
help maintain a safe environment to live, work and play.
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Recommendations:
• Adoption of the proposed Resolution, which would add a new 

chapter to the County’s Policy Manual addressing the Code 
Compliance program, Chapter 12D of Part: III

• The Policy includes:
• A clear statement of the purpose of the Code Compliance 

Division, the County’s goals for the program, and the overall 
approach.

• A specific delegation of authority and discretion to the PBES 
Director.

• A clear statement of priorities.

• A commitment to the health and safety of staff.
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A Concise History: 
• In 1986 the Board adopted a manual for enforcement of zoning violations.

• Thirty-one years later, in 2017, the Division of Code Compliance was formed.

• On February 7, 2017 the Board adopted a more comprehensive Policy and 
Procedures Manual.

• At the February 2017 meeting, the Board implemented additional 
requirements.
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Purpose, Goals and Benefits

• The purpose of the Code Compliance Division is to assure compliance with 
State and local laws relating to building and zoning requirements, health 
and safety concerns, property maintenance standards, and other land use 
laws and regulations.

• The Code Compliance staff’s goal is to serve the community, to safeguard 
lives and property, and to respect the Constitutional rights of all members of 
the community.

• The Director of the Department of Planning, Building and Environmental 
Services and the enforcement officer is charged and empowered to enforce 
the Napa County Code, or other applicable state or federal laws or 
regulations.
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Priorities 
We always prioritize the health, safety, and welfare of our residents and visitors.

Code Compliance shall consider the following list of priorities:

Priority 1 – Violations with a high level of danger, instability, or risk to life, health or safety;

Priority 2 – Violations that have a high impact on the environment where swift action would 
reduce or eliminate the impact;

Priority 3 – Violations involving inhabited or habitable structures, including violations of the 
Building Code or other regulations, that are not imminent threats to health and safety:

Priority 4 – Violations impacting the environment that require long-term resolutions;

Priority 5 – Violations of the Zoning Code or land use entitlements that do not involve 
imminent threats to health and safety, or to the environment;

Priority 6 – Violations that do not involve habitation or environmental impacts.
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 The previous slide does not represent a strict rule or order for staff 
to pursue without regard to the circumstances of each case. 

 Rather, the priority list identifies the types of cases that likely 
involve greater threats to health, safety and welfare, relative to 
other cases, and therefore should take priority.

 The Director and the Division of Code Compliance shall continue 
to exercise discretion granted through the delegation of authority 
and be guided by this policy in making decisions about the 
allocation of resources. 
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AB 1383 – An Example of the Need for Flexibility

What is the purpose of SB 1383?

• In 2016, Senate Bill 1383 was signed into law to combat climate change and reduce landfill 
methane emissions. Methane is a climate super pollutant, 84 times more potent than carbon 
dioxide. Organics like food scraps, yard trimmings, paper and cardboard currently make up 
50% of what Californians dump in landfills.

• December 23, 2021 Napa County entered a Memorandum of Understanding with The 
Upper Valley Waste Management Agency to be “…responsible for any enforcement of the 
SB 1383 Regulations within its boundaries.”
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Compliance Through Education

• Many code violations are generated when residents and business owners unknowingly violate 
ordinances.  Education is pivotal to provide the public with the County and State rules to help 
provide a level playing field.  

• The Code Compliance Division seeks opportunities to implement ideas and concepts that educate 
the public on common code violations, such as use of new flyers and brochures.  Education is 
often considered the first step in prevention, and it will often garner more favorable results.

• Promote awareness and education for accessible parking rules.
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Thank You!
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