
M. R. Wolfe & Associates, PC
555 Sutter Street, Suite 405
San Francisco, CA 94102

(415) 369-9400

Declaration of Anthony G. Arger
1

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

Mark R. Wolfe, CSB No. 176753
John H. Farrow, CSB No. 209221
M. R. WOLFE & ASSOCIATES, P.C.
555 Sutter Street, Suite 405
San Francisco, CA 94102
Telephone: (415) 369-9400; Fax: (415) 369-9405
mrw@mrwolfeassociates.com

Anthony G. Arger, CSB No. 304483
ROBERTSON, JOHNSON, MILLER & WILLIAMSON
50 West Liberty Street, Suite 600
Reno, NV 89501
Telephone: (775) 329-5600; Fax: (775) 348-8300
anthony@nvlawyers.com

Attorneys for Petitioner

THE SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA

COUNTY OF NAPA

SODA CANYON GROUP;

Petitioner,
vs.

COUNTY OF NAPA; NAPA COUNTY
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS; and
DOES 1 through 10, inclusive,

Respondents
____________________________________

MOUNTAIN PEAK VINEYARDS, LLC;
ERIC YUAN; HUA YUAN; and DOES 11
through 20, inclusive,

Real Parties in Interest.

Case No.: 17CV001063

DECLARATION OF ANTHONY G.
ARGER IN SUPPORT OF
PETITIONER’S MOTION TO
AUGMENT THE ADMINISTRATIVE
RECORD

[CEQA Matter]

Date: January 11, 2019
Time: 8:30 am
Dept.: I

Action filed: September 20, 2017

I, Anthony G. Arger, declare as follows:
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1. I am counsel of record for Petitioner Soda Canyon Group (“SCG”).

2. Except as otherwise qualified below, I have personal knowledge of the facts set

forth in this declaration, and if called today as a witness, I could and would testify competently as

to such matters set forth herein.

4. Attached hereto as Exhibit 2 are four photographs of the Atlas Fire on Soda

Canyon Road taken by Soda Canyon resident Shelle Wolfe during the night of October 8, 2017,

or early in the morning on October 9, 2017. Her declaration verifying the date, location, and

authenticity of these photographs is included herewith.

5. Attached hereto as Exhibit 3 is a series of photographs pertaining to the Atlas

Fire on Soda Canyon Road that were taken in the spring of 2017, in or around the time of the

Atlas Fire in October 2017, and after the Atlas Fire in November 2017. These photographs

show what Soda Canyon looked like approximately six (6) months before the fire as compared to

what it looks like after. I either took these photographs, was present when they were taken, or

know and am familiar with the exact location of where said photographs were taken, and can

thus verify their approximate date, location, and authenticity.

7. Attached hereto as Exhibit 5 are (1) three maps of the Atlas Fire created by Dr.

Amber Manfree (“Manfree maps”), (2) a series of map images of the Atlas Fire created and/or

maintained by the California Department of Forestry and Fire (“CalFire”) that are publicly
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available online (http://calfire-

forestry.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=58dc77306bf448c6ac5f756af51f3a

e5) that I personally downloaded/screenshotted from the above website (“CalFire Online

Maps”), and (3) a set of maps included in a report titled Atlas Incident Southern LNU Complex

CALNU 10046 Damage Inspection Report (“Atlas Damage Inspection Report”) dated October

25, 2017. Dr. Manfree’s declaration verifying that she created the above-referenced Manfree

maps is included herewith.

8. The Manfree maps and CalFire Online Maps depict the location of the proposed

Project site in the mouth of the Atlas Fire. Both sets of maps also clearly depict the steep canyon

geography of both Soda Canyon, through which Soda Canyon Road runs, and Rector Canyon, a

draw from which runs directly adjacent to the Mountain Peak parcel. This draw contains one of

the two blue line creeks nearest to the Project site. The vegetation in this draw burned during

the fire, and spread to vineyards on the Project site. See Exhibits 5.

9. Included in the Atlas Damage Inspection Report attached hereto as Exhibit 5 is a

map titled “Fire History Map,” showing fires in and around the Soda Canyon Road/Atlas Peak

area dating back to the 1950s. Dr. Manfree created a similar map, included in Exhibit 5 attached

hereto and entitled “Soda Canyon Road Regional Fires” that more clearly demonstrates where

the historical fires occurred. Also included in the Atlas Damage Inspection Report is a map titled

“Fire Progression Map,” depicting how quickly the Atlas Fire spread, and shows that during the

first day of the fire, from late on October 8, 2017 to October 9, 2017, the fire burned 22,110

acres, including the entirety of lower Soda Canyon Road, and by October 10, 2017, the fire

burned another 20,070 acres for a total of 42,181 acres burned in just two days. This map also

shows the total number of acres – 51,625 – burned in the Atlas Fire. Finally, there is a series of

three (3) maps in the Atlas Damage Inspection Report showing the damage to structures in Napa

County, including the destruction of hundreds of commercial and residential buildings on Soda

Canyon Road, or roads accessed by Soda Canyon Road such as Loma Vista Drive, Chimney

Rock Road, Ridge Drive, and Soda Springs Road (collectively, “offshoots”). Dr. Manfree created

a similar map, included in Exhibit 5 attached hereto and entitled “Soda Canyon Road Damage
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Assessments,” which is based upon Napa County records, and identifies the total number of

structures on Soda Canyon Road – 260 – damaged or destroyed in the fire, composed as follows:

Residences: 134 (16 damaged, 118 destroyed)

Outbuildings: 122

Commercial buildings: 4

Total Soda Canyon Road Buildings Damaged/Destroyed: 260

Looking only at the residences, of which there are (or were) 163 on Soda Canyon Road or its

branches/offshoots, 118 residences destroyed is equivalent to 72% of the 163 residences, and

134 homes damaged or destroyed is equivalent to 82% of the 163 residences.

10. Attached hereto as Exhibit 6 is a true and correct copy of Dr. Manfree’s

curriculum vitae, which she confirms as authentic in her declaration included herewith.

11. Attached hereto as Exhibit 7 are true and correct copies of different excerpts

from the Atlas Damage Inspection Report showing of all the buildings damaged or destroyed in

the Atlas Fire.

12. Attached hereto as Exhibit 8 is a true and correct copy of the CalFire incident fact

sheet update pertaining to the Atlas Fire, the incident name for which is referred to as the

“Southern LNU Complex.” The document indicates that the incident start time was “09:52

PM.”
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Amber D. Manfree
admanfree@ucdavis.edu

Center for Watershed Sciences
University of California, Davis 3360 Soda Canyon Road
707.758.0107 Napa, California 94558

Education

Ph.D., Geography, University of California, UC Davis, September 2014.
Dissertation: Landscape Change in Suisun Marsh
Advisor: Dr. Peter Moyle

Master of Arts, Geography, UC Davis, December 2012. Specialty in GIS and Geographic Techniques,
minor in Plant Ecology
Advisor: Dr. Peter Moyle

Geographic Information Systems (GIS) Competency Certificate, Santa Rosa Junior College, 2009.

Bachelor of Arts, Environmental Studies, Sonoma State University, September 1999. Emphasis in
Media Studies.

Research Experience

Postdoctoral research, UC Davis, 2014 - 2018. Research in ecological effects of drought in the
Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta. Research in Floodplain Ecology and fish ecology in Suisun Marsh.

Doctoral Research, UC Davis, 2012 - 2014. Read and synthesized historical record for Suisun Marsh,
described 200 years of landscape change based on the anthropological record, explorers journals,
the map record, and other sources. Designed animated maps to communicate content of the Suisun
Marsh Fish and Invertebrate Study dataset.

Masters Research, UC Davis, 2006 - 2012. Characterized hydrogeomorphic change in Suisun Marsh
based on the map record and other sources.

Research Assistant, Center for Watershed Sciences (CWS), UC Davis, 2011 - 2014. Editing,
cartography, and graphic design for Suisun Marsh: Ecological History and Possible Futures (book)
and California Drought Summit program. Microsoft Access database management and GIS support
for research and CWS publications.

Research Assistant, Landscape Analysis and Systems Research Laboratory, UC Davis, 2006 - 2011.
Modeled landscape-scale impacts of water use patterns in residential neighborhoods.

Professional Experience

Event Planning - California Drought Summit, April 2014. Participated throughout event planning
process and designed promotional materials.
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Facilitation - extensive experience in meeting facilitation for non-profit and academic organizations,
1998 - present.

Field Technician and GIS Analyst - Laguna de Santa Rosa Foundation, 2005 - 2007. Lead Field
Technician in landscape-scale invasive aquatic weed management program with duties including
studies of treatment effectiveness, water quality monitoring, and volunteer recruitment and
training. Trained coworkers, wrote field manual, produced maps, managed data, and maintained
GPS equipment.

Teaching Experience

Instructor
Introduction to GIS, 2017 and 2018 courses for the UC Davis Extension
GIS for Watershed Analysis, 2018 course for the UC Davis Extension
Communicating with Maps, 2018 course for the UC Davis Extension
GIS Methods for Hydrology, Spring 2016 and Summer 2014
Practical GIS for Field Research, Fall 2012 and Spring 2013

Teaching Assistant
Introduction to Geographic Information Systems, Fall 2011
Site Ecology for Landscape Architects, Spring quarters 2007 - 2010
History of Landscape Architecture, Winter 2007

Curriculum Development
Led development of GIS curriculum plan for undergraduate studies at UC
Davis; effort sponsored by James Quinn at the UC Davis Information Center for the
Environment, Fall 2009

Guest Lectures
Careers in GIS. September, 2018. Invited by Professor Alison McNally to lecture undergraduate
students at Cal-State Stanislaus.

How Historical Ecology informs our Sense of Place. July, 2017. Invited by instructor Sahoko Yui to
lecture to UC Berkeley Landscape Architecture students about applying historical research to
Landscape Design.

What does it mean to design with nature? November, 2012. Invited by Dr. Claire Napawan to
lecture to UC Davis Landscape Architecture students in introductory course. Lectured on
environmental ethics, landscape change geography, and reconciliation ecology.

GIS, GPS, and Cartography. June 2012. Napa Valley Personal Computer Users Group.

Genetics and Evolution for Landscape Architects, Spring 2010. Guest lecture to students in Site
Ecology for Landscape Architects.
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Publications
Opperman, Jeffrey J., Peter B. Moyle, Joan L. Florsheim, Eric W. Larsen, and Amber D. Manfree.
Floodplains: processes and management for ecosystems. UC Press, Berkeley, (2017).

Baumsteiger, Jason, Robert E. Schroeter, Teejay A. O’Rear, Jonathan D. Cook, Amber D. Manfree and
Peter B. Moyle. Factors affecting distribution and abundance of a trio of invasive Black Sea jellyfish
in San Francisco Estuary, California. PLOS ONE (in Press).

Manfree, A. D. Napa County strings together a ‘living’ river. July 2015. California WaterBlog, UC
Davis Center for Watershed Sciences. http://californiawaterblog.com/2015/07/29/napa-county-
strings-together-a-living-river-2/

Moyle, P. B., Amber D. Manfree, and Peggy L. Fiedler, editors. 2014. Suisun Marsh: Ecological History
and Possible Futures. UC Press, Berkeley, CA.

A. D. Manfree in Moyle, P. B., Amber Manfree, and Peggy L. Fiedler, editors. 2014. Historical Ecology
of Suisun Marsh. UC Press, Berkeley, CA.

Moyle, P. B., Amber Manfree, and Peggy Fiedler. 2013. The Future of Suisun Marsh: Balancing
Policy with Change. San Francisco Estuary and Watershed Science, 11(3).

Manfree, A. D. Drought journal: Search for Sierra fish goes from bad to worse. August 2014.
California WaterBlog, UC Davis Center for Watershed Sciences.
http://californiawaterblog.com/2014/08/18/drought-journal-search-for-sierra-fish-goes-from-bad-
to-worse/

Manfree, A. D., and Peter Moyle. May 2014. Planning for the inevitable at Suisun Marsh. May 1,
2014. California WaterBlog, UC Davis Center for Watershed Sciences.
http://californiawaterblog.com/2014/05/01/planning-for-the-inevitable-at-suisun-marsh/

Presentations and Posters

Manfree, A. D. Warming up to (Climate) Change. How studying landscape change can help
communities adjust to a shifting environment. Presented at the 2016 Okanagan Water Board Annual
Meeting.

Manfree, A. D. Exploring a long-term fish dataset with ArcGIS animation tools. Presented at the at
2015 Annual ESRI User Conference.

Manfree, A. D. The Fishes of Suisun Marsh: Exploring and Communicating 35 years of research with
data animations. Presented at the at 2015 Annual California Geographical Society Conference.

Manfree, A. D. Landscape-scale aquatic reconciliation in the North Delta Arc. Presented at the 2015
Annual Meeting of the California-Nevada Chapter of the American Fisheries Society.

Manfree, A. D. Garden Nurseries and Trophic Relays: Spatial partitioning by fish size class in the Arc
reflects higher juvenile recruitment and foraging success in regions of high pelagic food production.
Presented at the 2015 Interagency Ecological Program Workshop.
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Manfree, A. D., Peter Moyle. Thirty‐Five Years of Fish Studies in Suisun Marsh: Perspectives and 
Animations. Presented at the 2014 8th Biennial Bay-Delta Science Conference.

Manfree, A. D. A new look at the fishes of Suisun Marsh. Presented at the 2014 Annual Meeting of
the California-Nevada Chapter of the American Fisheries Society.

Manfree, A. D., Peter Moyle, Peggy Fiedler. Suisun Marsh, past and prospects: Highlights from the
forthcoming book with UC Press. Presented at the 2013 11th Biennial State of the Estuary
Conference.

Manfree, A. D. Suisun Marsh historical ecology: Notoriously swampy and overflowed lands.
Presented at the 2012 7th Biennial Bay-Delta Science Conference.

Manfree, A. D. Historical Ecology of Suisun Marsh. Poster presented at 2011 Annual California
Geographical Society Conference.

Manfree, A. D. Modeling wet and dry weather water quality in Sacramento County’s urban
residential areas. Presented at the 2010 Annual California Geographical Society Conference.

Manfree, A. D., A. Bale, S. Greco, L. Oki, D. Haver, J. Gan, S. Bondarenko. Modeling the effects of
landscape best management practices on water quality in urban residential areas. Presented at
the2010 239th Annual American Chemical Society Conference.

Manfree, A. D., S. Greco, A. Bale. Modeling the effects of household-scale BMPs in urban residential
zones. Presented at the 2009 Annual Meeting of the American Association of Geographers.

Professional Affiliations (societies)

California Geographical Society

Society for Conservation GIS

American Fisheries Society

Cartographic work

Comprehensive Conservation and Management Plan. 2016. San Francisco Estuary Partnership.

State of the Estuary Report. 2015. San Francisco Estuary Partnership.

Connolly Ranch welcome map interpretive signage. 2014. Napa Land Trust and Connolly Ranch.

The Shifting Cultural Landscape of the San Francisco Bay Area, 1772 - 1846. 2013. Self-published.

Watersheds of California. 2010. Self-published.

Community Service
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Suisun Marsh Complete Marsh Project, 2017, 2018

Suisun Marsh Fish and Invertebrate Study field sampling, 2008-2016.

Bodega Bay Annual Field Survey volunteer, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2014, 2017

North Bay Fish Study (Hobbs; Napa, Sonoma, and Petaluma creeks), 2016

Outdoor education modules for Napa Resource Conservation District student field trips, 2014, 2015

Organized tour of Napa River restoration projects for UC Davis affiliates, 2015

South San Francisco Bay Salt Ponds Fish Study, 2014

Pine Creek Annual Fish Survey (Modoc County), 2010

Putah Creek Annual Field Survey, 2009

Awards
2015 Kinsella Memorial Prize in recognition of the Outstanding Graduate Research Dissertation in
the College of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences at UC Davis

First place, 2013 GIS Day map competition at UC Davis

References

Peter Moyle, Distinguished Professor Emeritus
Department of Wildlife, Fish, and Conservation Biology, University of California, One Shields Ave.,
Davis, CA

Deborah Elliott-Fisk, Professor Emeritus
Department of Wildlife, Fish, and Conservation Biology, University of California, One Shields Ave.,
Davis, CA

Jay Lund, Professor
Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering, University of California, One Shields Ave., Davis,
CA
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