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Mark R. Wolfe, CSB No. 176753
John H. Farrow, CSB No. 209221
M. R. WOLFE & ASSOCIATES, P.C.
555 Sutter Street, Suite 405
San Francisco, CA 94102
Telephone: (415) 369-9400; Fax: (415) 369-9405
mrw@mrwolfeassociates.com

Anthony G. Arger, CSB No. 304483
ROBERTSON, JOHNSON, MILLER & WILLIAMSON
50 West Liberty Street, Suite 600
Reno, NV 89501
Telephone: (775) 329-5600; Fax: (775) 348-8300
anthony@nvlawyers.com

Attorneys for Petitioner

THE SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA

COUNTY OF NAPA

SODA CANYON GROUP;

Petitioner,
vs.

COUNTY OF NAPA; NAPA COUNTY
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS; and
DOES 1 through 10, inclusive,

Respondents
____________________________________

MOUNTAIN PEAK VINEYARDS, LLC;
STEVEN REA; ERIC YUAN; HUA YUAN;
and DOES 11 through 20, inclusive,

Real Parties in Interest.

Case No.: 17CV001063

DECLARATION OF SHELLE WOLFE
IN SUPPORT OF PETITIONER’S
MOTION TO AUGMENT THE
ADMINISTRATIVE RECORD

[CEQA Matter]

Date: January 11, 2019
Time: 8:30 am
Dept.: I

Action filed: September 20, 2017

I, Shelle Wolfe, declare as follows:
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1. I am over the age of 18, and not a party within this action. However, I testified at

public hearings conducted in this matter on January 4, 2017, and May 23, 2017, and am thus aware of the

facts and circumstances surrounding this matter

2. Except as otherwise qualified below, I have personal knowledge of the facts set

forth in this declaration, and if called today as a witness, I could and would testify competently as

to such matters set forth herein.

3. I am a resident of Soda Canyon Road, and have lived in my home located at 3240

Soda Canyon Road, Napa, CA 94558 since approximately July 2015. My home is located at

approximately the 6.2 mile-mark of Soda Canyon Road, near the very end of the dead-end road,

and almost directly across from the entrance to Mountain Peak Winery.

4. I was at home on the night of Sunday, October 8, 2017 when the Atlas Fire began.

5. Around 9:30 p.m., the wind began howling and blowing like I have never heard it

before. My solar panels actually started bouncing up and down on my roof. I could hear the

crashing sounds of huge limbs and/or trees falling in the distance and my dogs huddled around

me for protection.

7. At about 10:45 p.m., that friend called back and said “GET OUT!” At about that

same time, I saw (and heard) a helicopter flying overhead making some sort of an announcement,

but could not understand the announcement because of the extremely high winds. As I was

looking out my front window looking north, I saw the headlights of cars racing down the dirt

road portion of Soda Canyon Road (at the entrance to Mountain Peak Winery, a dirt road veers
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north from the paved portion of Soda Canyon Road and goes for approximately eight (8) miles

to other homes and vineyards) towards my house and the paved portion of Soda Canyon Road.

On information and belief, the cars contained vineyard workers who were picking grapes at

vineyards accessible only by the dirt road and the workers were seeking to escape the fire.

10. From my home, which sits in what is called Foss Valley near the top of Atlas Peak,

it is an approximately one (1) mile drive to reach the crest of Soda Canyon at about the 5.0 mile-

mark on Soda Canyon Road. From the “crest,” one can see the Soda Canyon in its entirety and

all the way to San Francisco on a clear day.

11. When we came to the crest of the hill that looks down the other side of Soda

Canyon, the canyon was completely engulfed in flames. It can only be described as a firestorm,

with howling winds, tornadoes of flames cascading down the sides of the canyon, and embers

flying everywhere.

13. Attached as Exhibit 2 to the Declaration of Anthony Arger (“Arger Dec.”) are

several images of the Atlas Fire that I either photographed or was in the vicinity when the
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photographs were taken on the night of Sunday, October 8, 2017, or early in the morning of

Monday, October 9, 2017, and can thus verify the date, location, and authenticity of same.

15. As we entered into the “belly” of Soda Canyon, the body of my car started to heat

up considerably from the flames as we drove through. There was fire on both sides of the road

and leaping over the car. At one point, around the 1.5 mile-mark, just before Loma Vista Drive,

we had to drive around a huge tree lying across the road that was completely engulfed in flames.

During our escape, we did not see any other cars, firetrucks or police vehicles. On information

and belief, we were the last residents/property owners in vehicles to successfully escape from

Soda Canyon Road that night.






