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1. I am over the age of 18, and I am a member of the Soda Canyon Group within
this action. Additionally, I testified at Public Hearings conducted in this matter on July 20, 2016,
January 4, 2017, and May 23, 2017, and am thus aware of the facts and circumstances
surrounding this matter.

2. Except as otherwise qualified below, I have personal knowledge of the facts set
forth in this declaration, and if called today as a witness, I could and would testify competently as
to such matters set forth herein.

3. I am a resident of Soda Canyon Road, and live on my property located at 2882
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Soda Canyon Road, Napa, CA 94558. My family has lived on our property continuously since
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1957, and I not only grew up there, but have also lived there with my wife and daughter since
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2003. Our home is located at approximately the 5.2 mile-mark of Soda Canyon Road, just past
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the crest of the steepest part of the road.
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19 My wife and I were at home on the night of Sunday, October 8, 2017 when the
20 | Atlas Fire broke out.
21
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9 8. After we packed up our two vehicles, we could begin to see the glow of the fire in
10 | Soda Canyon below us, through which the only escape route — Soda Canyon Road — runs.
11 | Accordingly, we drove up Soda Canyon Road towards Foss Valley (and towards the Mountain
12 | Peak Winery proposed location at the 6.1 mile mark of Soda Canyon Road) to Antica Winery at
13 | the very end of the paved portion of Soda Canyon Road (located at approximately the 6.75 mile
14 | mark of Soda Canyon Road). Fortunately, somebody had already opened the large steel gates at
15 | the entrance of Antica Winery and we were able to seek temporary shelter in the vineyards. Later
16 | than night, while at Antica, I observed a horizontal tornado of fire travelling against the 60+
17 | gusting winds on the western face of the mountain range heading west-northwest in the direction
15 | of ourhome. |
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21 9. Later that evening, using a light I had with me that had a strobe function, I was
22 | able to flag down a CHP helicopter that was circling the area warning residents to evacuate.

23 | Other residents eventually made their way to where we were located in the vineyards of Antica
24 | Winery and this location then became an unofficial pick-up point for approximately 45 residents
25 | throughout that fateful night.

26 10.  Using night vision goggles, the CHP helicopter pilot was able to land nearby in an
27 | area that was in close proximity to high voltage power lines. This in and of itself was

28 | unbelievable due to the 60+ mile per hour crosswinds that the pilot was dealing with. My wife,
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Judy Schreuder and I, along two of our neighbors, Anne Palotas and Meah Muzquiz, were
evacuated in the CHP helicopter, an experience which was both incredible and terrifying. Once
off the ground, the sight of the fire below us was truly unbelievable. As we flew over the Atlas
Peak area, we could see flames everywhere and scores of brightly glowing orange objects on the
grounds which were obviously homes, barns and other structures fully ablaze. Given that Atlas
Peak Road was similar to Soda Canyon Road in that it’s a long, narrow, winding dead-end road, I
assumed there would be lives lost due to lack off fast, safe egress. Unfortunately, that

assumption proved to be accurate.
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I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the

foregoing is true and correct. Executed this ‘z"""day of October, 2018 at Napa, California.
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lenn \chreudel
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