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Robert L. Palmer 
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Purpose 

This resume is submitted in support of my application for re-appointment to the Napa County Mental 
Health Board as an “interested and concerned citizen.” 

Background Summary 

I have been a practicing lawyer since 1971, admitted to practice in California, Arizona and the District 
of Columbia.  I am now semi-retired, continuing to work on several matters of particular interest but 
able to devote the bulk of my time to other activities.   

My wife Mary and I have owned our house in Yountville, and have been regular Napa visitors since 
2003.  When I scaled back my legal work, we moved to Northern California to live full time, and 
Yountiville is our permanent residence.  We have three grown daughters, two of whom live in Napa 
with their families. 

Work Experience 

Law Office of Robert L. Palmer September 2021 to present 
 I retired from McKool Smith in September 2021 and now operate a solo practice pursuing matters 

of personal interest, primarily relating to refugees and others seeking asylum in the U.S. 

McKool Smith P.C., Los Angeles, California October 2011 to September 2021 
 McKool Smith is a national law firm focused on litigation. In October 2011, my previous firm 

merged with McKool Smith.   

 I am a Principal with the firm.  My work with McKool Smith has been False Claims Act litigation, 
victims’ rights litigation and human rights litigation.   

Hennigan Dorman, LLC, Los Angeles, California May 1996-September 2011 
 Hennigan Dorman was a Los Angeles law firm devoted entirely to litigation.  Hennigan Dorman 

was established in the Spring of 1996 and I was recruited to join the firm when it was established. 

 My practice centered on general commercial litigation and mediation, False Claims Act litigation 
and victims’ rights litigation. 

 I was a partner in Hennigan Dorman throughout my tenure and, from approximately August 1996 
until the merger with McKool Smith, was the Firm’s Managing Partner. 

Osborn Maledon, Phoenix, Arizona March 1976-April 1996 
 Osborn Maledon is a general practice law firm in Phoenix, Arizona, representing clients in a wide 

range of areas including but not limited to commercial litigation, criminal defense, False Claims Act 
disputes, contracts and mergers & acquisitions. 
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 My work involved general commercial litigation, False Claims Act litigation and victims’ rights 
litigation. 

 I was an associate attorney with Osborn Maledon in 1976 and was a partner thereafter until I left in 
April 1996 to join Hennigan Dorman in Los Angeles. 

Covington & Burling, Washington, D.C. August 1972-May 1973, November 1974-February 1976 
 Covington & Burling is a national law firm with a general practice, including litigation and matters 

related to governments programs and contracts. 

 I was an associate attorney with Covington & Burling, focused entirely on commercial and pro bono 
litigation. 

 The break in my tenure with that firm was due to my service with the Watergate Special 
Prosecution Force. 

Watergate Special Prosecution Force, Washington, D.C. June 1973-October 1974 
 The WSPF was formed in May 1973 to investigate matters related to the Nixon Administration and 

its personnel. 

 I was an Assistant Special Prosecutor.  My duties included investigations of various alleged 
criminal activities of persons in and associated with the Nixon Administration, including illegal 
campaign contributions and matters related to the attempt to suppress or discredit the Pentagon 
Papers disclosures by Daniel Ellsberg. 

 I also served for a time as Assistant Counsel to the Special Prosecutor, representing the office in 
judicial proceedings. 

Hon. Harold Leventhal, Washington, D.C. August 1971-July 1972 
 After graduation from law school, I served as law clerk to Judge Harold Leventhal, United States 

Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit. 

 As his law clerk, my duties were to assist Judge Leventhal with the evaluation of appeals brought 
before his Court, to perform research and to prepare draft opinions. 

 Education 

Columbia Law School, New York, NY September 1968-June 1971 
 Juris Doctor, June 1971;  Notes and Comments Editor, Columbia Law Review.  

Georgetown University, Washington, D.C. September 1964-June 1968 
 Bachelor of Arts, Economics, June 1968.  

Relevant Skills and Additional Information 

 My recent legal work has focused entirely on human and victims’ rights issues including: 
representing individuals detained without charge at Guantanamo Naval Station; seeking redress 
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for family members of innocent bystanders of U.S. drone attacks; seeking compensation for victims 
of genocide and state violence in Sudan (Darfur, etc.); and litigation to compel adequate medical 
care for a seriously ill Guantanamo detainee. 

  I have good analytical and communication skills, and am experienced in comparative evaluation of 
proposed solutions to complex problems. 

 I have extensive experience and have been successful in collaborative problems solving.  That 
comes, among other things, from my role as a law firm managing partner, from representing clients 
in settlement and mediation proceedings and from formal professional training in conducting 
mediations. 

 I have a long-term interest in constructive social change.  In addition to pro bono litigation work, I 
served on the Board of Directors of the Arizona Center for Law in the Public Interest for 
approximately 6 years and was its President for three.  The work of the Arizona Center during my 
tenure with its Board involved complex issues and disputes related to mental health programs and 
funding.   

 My wife and I have been regular participants in the workshops and roundtables of the “Live 
Healthy Napa County” study and program. Effective community response to mental health issues 
is of course a basic building block of any healthy community and an opportunity to participate in 
the Mental Health Board’s work is of great interest to me.  Being semi-retired, I would be able to 
devote the time and attention necessary to be an active and contributing member of the Board.  

 

 

 
 




